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• Job loss and needs 

• Increasing poverty 

• Increasing stress /protection issues
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In July , 35% of respondents had no earnings since May 2020 when the first round of the survey was conducted. 

The distribution of income shifted downwards signaling increased poverty.  

Imperatives stronger social protection response- EARNINGS AND 

LIVELIHOOD LOSS 

• There is a significant drop in the share of respondents belonging to the top income group (50K+). This means that the 
income distribution has shifted downward significantly. 

• The findings imply a strong possibility that poverty has gone up,  though the change might be temporary.  
• Coping patterns of respondents have not changed since May. Most respondents from low income families choose to 

borrow funds. Middle and high income families choose to use their savings. 



Cumulative grouped income distribution (May 2020) Cumulative grouped income distribution (July 2020)

• The graphs illustrate a shift in the income distribution – all income groups adversely affected to some extent. 
• In May, hypothetical poverty rate (<10K per month) = 14.5%
• In July, hypothetical poverty rate (<10K per month) = 48.6%

1-5: Income Groups, 0: No Income (1=<10K,2=10-20K,3=20-30K,4=30-50K,5=50K+)

Change in income distribution (comparing May to July) – deepening poverty with decreasing inequality as all groups are facing 
losses. Estimated deterioration of poverty ( under 10, 000 per month)  from 14.5% to 48.6%.  

Imperatives stronger social protection response- Earnings and livelihoods' loss 



Overall impact on growth prospects 



Global social protection response

Source: WB, UNICEF et la, June 2020



Global social protection response

Source: WB, UNICEF et la, June 2020



Global  Social Protection Response: In terms of per capita GDP 

Source: WB, UNICEF et la, June 2020



UNICEF Innovation-Assessing demand:  Cash transfer in 
Nepal for mitigating COVID -19 related hardship

• 92 % of responded would like to receive 
cash grant

• With majority of respondents opting for 
Bank Transfer or Money Transfer as 
prefeed method of payment.
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8%

Yes No



UNICEF Innovation- Cash Response through 
CFT 

• Leveraging an ongoing 
monthly household survey-
Child and Family Tracker to 
track the socio-economic 
multi-sectoral impact of 
COVID-19 on children and 
families in Nepal, involving 
about 7000 families in 650+ 
palikas



UNICEF Innovation

objectives: 
1. To support these families 

meet their nutritional and other 
emergency needs and promote  

promote financial inclusion 

2. Inform larger Social Protection 
Programmes,   especially 

regarding delivery options and 
enhance  flexibility within the 

system to access households in 
similar emergencies

Riding on monthly household survey-
Child and Family Tracker

10,000 children; 6500 families

Each child gets 450 NPR, twice

Cash transfer partner/platform is Esewa-
a mobile enabled money transfer 
company 



Essential design

• participants of the 
child and family 
tracker

• an option to opt out 

registration of 
participating  

househols

• notification through phone

• cash from eSEWA-digital 
wallet (from nearest eSewa
Pasal to HHs or direct 
transfer to eSewa application 
account)

•wire transfer to the bank 
accounts of the respondents 
from mountain regions

cash disbursement 
/transfer

• for multi-purpose

• children prioritized 

cash utilization 



Cash plus 
approach 

Risk 
communication 

Links with 
Childhelp hotline 

Support in birth  
registration 

Inclusion with 
social protection 
schemes/SSAs, 
within a system 
strengthening 

approach 



Potential if used 
more widely

• Enables the families to meet 
essential needs 

• Protects human capital –eg-
prevents malnutrition

• Discourages asset depletion

• Protects the future of the 
child, family, community and 
nation  



Overall- it  means quicker recovery!

UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, August 2020 



Thank you!!
Comments?
Questions?


